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Summary

Title of Project |Research design on the survey of people with drug addiction

Key Words Drug, Drug addiction, Drug user, Severity assessment

Industry Academic Cooperation
Institute Foundation, Project Leader | Hyunsuk Jeong
The Catholic University of Korea

Project Period | 2024.09.19. - 2025.04.18.

(Purpose)
In accordance with Article 51-4 of the Drug Control Act, “Survey on Drug addictions,* this study aims to
propose a survey design for conducting a survey on the status of drug addicts.

The study seeks to select survey tools, develop survey items, and determine indicators for periodic
implementation every three years.

(Methods)
° Conduct a systematic literature review to understand the status of drug addiction surveys and treatment

both domestically and internationally.

° Selection of survey tools:

- Mandatory survey items: Review and select items included in ASI-Lite and those implemented in national

Surveys.

- Addiction severity index: Confirm ASI-Lite survey items through translation, back-translation, and review by

the original author.

- Psychiatric status assessment: Use validated tools with established reliability and validity to evaluate

depression, anxiety, and psychosis.

- Functional assessment: WHODAS 2.0. (12-items)

- Needs assessment: Add items to evaluate the social and medical needs of drug addicts based on in-depth

interviews with recovering individuals.

° Preparation for IRB review of the study protocol

- Study to determine the prevalence of drug addiction among drug users: Develop a research plan to assess

addiction prevalence among individuals incarcerated for drug offenses and those undergoing rehabilitation

education following prosecutorial deferment.

- Study plan for conducting a preliminary survey: Conduct preliminary research at the National Center for

Mental Health, Incheon Chamsarang Hospital, Daegu Daedong Hospital, Korea Anti-Drug Campaign

Headquarters® Central One Step Center, and Busan Correctional Institution.

° Establish survey forms, survey guidelines, and survey implementation framework: Conduct a preliminary

survey to assess the appropriateness of the process and establish a systematic survey methodology.

(Results)




A total of 29 individuals from five institutions participated in the pilot study. The lifetime prevalence of drug
addiction was 65.5%; the past-year prevalence was 55.5%; and the past-month prevalence was 20.7%.
Regarding the age at first drug use: 58.6% reported starting in their 20s, 17.2% in their teens, indicating that
approximately 75% had their first experience with drug use before the age of 30.

The most common reason for initiating drug use was “peer recommendation,” reported by 75.9%.

Drug purchase routes were predominantly through “friends or acquaintances® (72.4%).

A total 68.97% of participants acknowledged themselves as being drug dependent. Among those who did not
acknowledge their addiction, the main reasons were: It can be controled (44.4%), Iit does not pose a problem
in their life (22.2%).

The ASI-Lite Addiction Severity Scores (Mean * SD) across various domains were: Physical Health: 0.20 +
0.26; Employment/Economic Status: 0.58 = 0.19; Alcohol Use: 0.06 = 0.13; Drug Use: 0.11 + 0.08; Legal
Status: 0.24 £ 0.22; Family/Social Relationships: 0.21 = 0.22; and Psychiatric Status: 0.46 + 0.27

In the comorbid psychiatric symptoms: The prevalence of depressive symptoms measured by PHQ-9 was 44.8%,
which is approximately seven times higher than the general population average of 6.7%. The prevalence of
anxiety symptoms assessed by GAD-7 was 31.1%, about four times higher than the general population
average of 7.2%.

Based on the WHODAS 2.0, the level of functional impairment among individuals with drug addiction was twice
as severe compared to the general population.

For efficient implementation of surveys at each institution, cooperation from institutional heads was essential
to secure participants and survey locations. Additionally, systematic training for survey personnel based on
detailed manuals was necessary.

(Expected outcomes)

Technical Aspects: Establish a foundation for conducting drug addiction surveys by presenting a standardized
assessment tool.
Economic and Industrial Aspects: Develop survey forms, survey guidelines, and a program for calculating
composite addiction severity scores. Standardized tools will allow for unified data collection and addiction
severity assessments across regional addiction management centers and mental health hospitals/clinics.
Policy Aspects: Provide national-level foundational data for policy development by identifying the status of
drug addiction and deriving management measures through a nationwide drug addiction survey.
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Model scid_61_h-CHECK 1ot
AUC: 0.95(0.843-1), p < 0.001

Optimal Cutalf value: 8

1-Specificity
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Scale, BPRS)
WHO Disability A9
71s 7157 Assessment Schedule . 5 12 ge
(WHODAS 2.0) -
njokE= ool e - A7
}j;ﬁ EAFE AIYzE H; 5 11 sl
OE=
Rhers nj ok s Drug Abuse Screening | =7} - 10 oo
= — -
o TEAE Test (DAST-10) Il e
Aw 5 n}ekE 2} 7}
AR | = B_T__;E ntef X5 875 XA} . 10 17 N
7
37} u}:—; Al Addiction Severity Index N 60 191 o1 6
A2 Lite (ASI-Lite) e W
7 HEET

° ZFHA MG E A A = (Brief Psychiatric Rating Scale, BPRS)
O John Overall & Donald Gorhamel 29]3] 1962\dol] H=z==Z /MAFEHJL o]%
1983 @ 1986 d 4 E SAE o] YT SAele] Wd ¢ qF #ES

g3l 18709) 4 R WS oF 2080 20

o] WAREe AAA A%, Bk ANH A%, AAH A%, Az,
MFEA, B2, 2T J1E, AN, 1%, BN Fow T 7 3



AA THENe ADH7AA TH AER Brlste F3H 397 o4

O 319 AT A Cronbach’s alpha Fto] 0.872 X 1%l o™ (Hofmann, 2022),
g=+o] 2 BPRSS] 7-$ Cronbach’s alpha #tol] 0.852 R 1% 1-&(Jang, 2017)
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